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Pace Pal Rating – the higher the better 

Wins for each running style – check these historical stats to 
see which running styles win for this distance and surface.  Here’s 
why!!!! at 5 ½ furlongs on the dirt TURTLES (horses who come 
from far back) have won just 1 – of - 24 races – RABBITS (horses 
who lead from the start) have won 9 – almost half.   Yet the same 
distance on the turf (grass) TURTLES have won 7 of  35 races, 
actually winning one more than the RABBITS, who have won 6.   

So, on the turf TURTLES (horses who are slow early and fast 
late) and have little chance of winning at 5 ½ furlongs on the dirt 
actually have a better chance of winning than RABBITS (who 
dominate on the dirt)!!!! (**stats from Hollywood Summer meet)
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Pace Pals Rating Graph

1 ++ 30-1 West Side Bernie 30 91 Ʒ Perfect trip, no match for I Want Revenge in New York ELLIOTT S + BREEN K +

2 ++ 20-1 Musket Man 30 88 > Ʒ Keeps winning…faces better in Derby COA E M + RYAN D +

3 + 30-1 Mr. Hot Stuff 30 88 Ʒ Has been a minor player in California…may move up on dirt. VELAZQUEZ J ++ HARTY EOIN o

4 -- 30-1 Advice 11 95 Ʒ Impressive late run at Keeneland…dirt form is ??? DOUGLAS R o PLETCHER T ++

5 + 15-1 Hold Me Back 25 87 Ʒ Will roll late DESORMEAUX K ++ MOTT WILLIAM I +

6 - 5-1 Friesan Fire 15 93 Ʒ Jones has targetted this race since last Fall SAEZ G + JONES LARRY +

7 -- 20-1 Papa Clem 20 88 > > Ʒ No question of fittness…figures for part BEJARANO R ++ STUTE GARY +

8 o 50-1 Mine That Bird 50 84 Ʒ > Needs many to not fire BOREL C o WOOLLEY B -

9 - 50-1 Join in the Dance 50 83 Ʒ May surprise and hold on for part at huge odds DECARLO C + PLETCHER T ++

10 - 30-1 Regal Ransom 27 88 > Ʒ Showed improvement in final Dubai win GARCIA A + SAEED BIN SUROOR +

11 + 20-1 Chocolate Candy 27 89 Ʒ > Is hoping more distance will even playing field with Nile SMITH M ++ HOLLENDORFER J ++

12 o 20-1 General Quarters 30 88 > Ʒ Will be a factor to the stretch LEPAROUX J ++ MCCARTHY T ++

13 + 3-1 I Want Revenge 3 94 > Ʒ Wood win was out of this world…can he avoid trouble? TALAMO J o MULLINS J ++

14 - 50-1 Atomic Rain 40 87 Ʒ Hasn't beaten this kind. BRAVO J o BREEN K +

15 o 4-1 Dunkirk 25 90 > Ʒ Wiseguy horse has potential…rallies for minor award PRADO E + PLETCHER T ++

16 o 4-1 Pioneerof the Nile 3 90 Ʒ All he does is win….trained to perfection by Baffert GOMEZ G ++ BAFFERT BOB ++

17 - 50-1 Summer Bird 75 87 Ʒ Bred to get the distance…post hurts. ROSIER C o ICE TIM ++

18 o 50-1 Nowhere to Hide 99 73 Ʒ Is hoping to pass tired foes for a minor award BRIDGMOHAN S ++ ZITTO NICK +

19 o 15-1 Desert Party 50 86 Ʒ Was flat in UAE Derby. DOMINGUEZ R ++ SAEED BIN SUROOR +

20 o 50-1 Flying Private 99 82 Ʒ Makes 7th start of year….fit but in tough. ALBARADO R ++ LUKAS D WAYNE +

Wins for each running style in the 
Derby from 1950 to 2008: 25 7 18 8
> denotes secondary running style

KENTUCKY DERBY - May 2, 2009

70 75 80 85 90 95

Selections: 13-16-4-6/11/10/7.   I WANT REVENGE & PIONEEROF THE NILE rank about even, with a slim edge given to Revenge because he's proven on the dirt.   Still,
Nile beat the top choice a couple of times in California and Bob Baffert trainees run better on dirt than artificial tracks...tough call.   Turtles  are the most likely to run their race at this 1 1/4- 
mile distance, which leads me to believe ADVICE is the best longshot in the field, but we will also use CHOCOLATE CANDY & MR. HOT STUFF, who may improve with the switch to dirt.
FRIESAN FIRE, REGAL RANSOM & PAPA CLEM  must be caught.  DUNKIRK has talent, but will be overbet and is hurt by his outside post and lack of speed.
Pace Pals Handicap by Craig Peterson




